State Bar
of Georgia

Lawyers Serving the Public and the Justice System

Dear Members of the State Bar of Georgia:

We, the undersigned past presidents of the State Bar of Georgia, write in support of the proposed Georgia
constitutional amendment providing for the nonpartisan election of probate judges.

The administration of justice should be grounded in the law, fairness, independence, and the confidence of

the public—not in partisan affiliation. Probate judges occupy an important position in our judicial system,

handling matters that can profoundly affect families, estates, guardianships, conservatorships, and vulnerable

members of our communities. The qualifications and judgment of the individual who serves in that role
should be the focus of the electorate.

A nonpartisan election does not diminish the importance of an informed electorate. To the contrary, it

encourages voters to evaluate candidates on the qualities that matter most for judicial office: integrity,
experience, competence, temperament, impartiality, and commitment to the rule of law.

As people who have served in, worked with, or closely observed our courts, we understand the importance of

maintaining public confidence in the independence of the judiciary. Partisan labels can create perceptions—

fair or not—that judicial decisions are influenced by political considerations. A nonpartisan system helps

reinforce the principle that judges are accountable first and foremost to the law and to the people they serve.

This amendment is not about favoring one political party over another. It is about recognizing the distinct

nature of judicial office and ensuring that the process for selecting probate judges reflects the responsibilities

those judges undertake.

We, therefore, encourage voters to support the constitutional amendment establishing nonpartisan elections

for probate judges. We believe this change would strengthen confidence in our probate courts and better align

the selection of these judicial officers with the fundamental principles of an independent and impartial

judiciary.

We respectfully ask our fellow members of the legal community—and all voters who share these

principles—to join us in supporting this important reform.
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